remedies. The monograph contains advice on skilled communication in the alleviation of sexual anxieties. It embraces the problems of sexuality in old age, illness and in those with disabilities and has an optimistic approach to the treatment of both lowered and increased sexuality. It is salutary to appreciate that the commonest cause of sexual dysfunction is iatrogenic, resulting from antihypertensives, antidepressants, tranquillizers and alcohol abuse. With the advent of endocrinology has come the appreciation that testosterone, properly administered, is a true aphrodisiac. Studies of behaviour in rats have localized the centre for sexual activity to the medial preoptic area; however there are different and opposite effects of sex hormones in nonprimates and primates.
A New Dimension for Haematologic Malignancies. R Bartl et al. (ed) pp 94 Sw fr 58.00 Basel: Karger 1982 A greater awareness of the value of bone marrow trephine biopsy in patients with haematological malignancies has emerged over the past 10-15 years. A well prepared marrow aspirate can yield much cytological information in many conditions, notably acute leukaemia, but with the advent of cell membrane markers a useful diagnostic adjunct has been found. High quality biopsy material can yield much information about the structure and cellularity of the marrow. In such conditions as myeloproliferative disorders, a range extending from chronic granulocytic leukaemia to polycythaemia rubra vera, biopsy may give a more accurate, perhaps clinically important assessment; an early blast transformation or increasing fibrosis may be observed. There is no doubt that it is a mandatory investigation for staging in Hodgkin's disease and lymphoma, which I would suggest is its most important role.
The authors of this interesting volume have produced a retrospective study of a 10-year period involving 2225 patients. Techniques and methods are fully described and diagrams and photographs are of a high standard, although more colour would have been valuable. This material has the added advantage that fluorescence studies, in addition to special staining, may be performed, which is of value in identification of cell sub-groups. I am doubtful whether the prognostic factors, assessed from individual cell lines, have much meaning in this context. I feel that this book is really for the haematologist and the histopathologist working together, and I agree with the author's statement that with bone marrow biopsy 'the clinician has a tool at his disposal which can supply valuable information on the diagnosis, prognosis and follow-up of patients with haematological malignancy'. This is a teaching book for intensive therapy nurses or respiratory technicians, covering the problems of airway maintenance and care, mechanical ventilation and gas exchange. Each section is preceded by a clinical example. The problems are discussed, the underlying theory examined and the various methods considered in detail. Various tests and performance evaluations are included. The book is very much directed towards an objective orientated approach to teaching. The range it attempts to cover is wide, being very detailed at one end as far as practical procedures are concerned, yet entering moderately extensively into theory. It is a little difficult to see its exact place in this country. It is a volume of nearly 400 pages; a number of the sections are excellent in detail and might be a useful additional source of reference, but as a single text it does not succeed in holding the reader's interest, and I cannot see it having wide applicability. MARTIN This book presents the proceedings of a conference held in March 1983 and, as the title suggests, it is divided into three sections. The non-HLA alloantigenic systems present on various cell types and an immunoenzyme histochemical technique for the simultaneous demonstration of surface antigen on multiple cell types are described in section one. Section two features age-associated changes in the expression of cell surface markers and the responses of mice to bacteria, together with a discussion on the immunogenetics of aging in man and mouse. The final section deals predominantly with the detection and characterization of tumour-specific antigens in various malignant conditions but also includes a topical report on pan-T lymphocyte antibodies in the serum of AIDS patients and contributions on non-HLA mediated GVH disease and graft rejection.
Like many other conference reports, presentation appears to have been sacrificed to some extent for rapid publication. Although indexing is generally good and, with a few exceptions, tables and figures are reproduced clearly, the editorial preface is little more than an expanded list of contributions and the quality of the typeface varies greatly between contributions. Nevertheless, the content of the contributions is generally excellent and, although not a comprehensive review, this book does provide current information on a range of topics within this broad and expanding field of interest. For this reason it will probably find its way on to various departmental bookshelves as well as the libraries for which its price might suggest it was primarily intended. This publication records the proceedings of an international course on recent advances in epilepsy, held in Italy in 1982. Eleven papers are devoted to basic mechanisms in epilepsy including discussion of the effects of various cortical irritants such as penicillin, strychnine and kainic acid, effects of anticonvulsants on brain metabolism, and the role of dopamine and apomorphine in human epilepsy. The place of opioids in experimental epilepsy is also considered. Seventeen papers in the second part of the book relate to more clinical aspects comprising the significance of the EEG, classification of infantile epilepsies, epilepsy relating to neonatal pathology, Jakob-Creutzfeldt disease, parasitic disorders and sleep. Cerebral blood flow patterns, developments in drug therapy and the place of GABA agonists, blood level monitoring, and the evidence for prophylactic anticonvulsant therapy following head injury are reviewed. There is a useful chapter on the surgical management of complex partial seizures by Olivier from Montreal followed by brief sections on sociology, epidemiology and mythology from Africa, ending with data on epilepsy and pregnancy, and a plea for education to eradicate prejudice. As is to be expected from a publication of numerous papers representing a multidisciplinary approach to any subject, the relevance of the whole to any individual practitioner is limited. This book is well produced and would be at home in a medical library or research institute, but at the offer price is unlikely to find a place on personal bookshelves.
L S LANGE

Consultant Neurologist Central Middlesex Hospital, London
Problematic Musculoskeletal Injuries in Children (Butterworths International Medical Reviews: Orthopaedics 1) G R Houghton & G H Thompson (ed) pp 234 £23 London: Butterworths 1983 It has been a pleasure to read this useful book, which describes the management of problematic musculoskeletal injuries in children. Although it contains little that would be new to the experienced orthopaedic surgeon accustomed to dealing with children's injuries, the editors have collected together a great deal of useful information and have presented it in an accessible form. Much of this information has hitherto been passed by word of mouth from experienced surgeons to trainees, or been obtainable by reading a mass of original articles, some of which are in languages foreign to the majority of English-speaking surgeons.
In any book by multiple authors the standard of the chapters varies, and this book is no exception. Some of the chapters are superb and, in particular, the one on osteochondral fractures of the knee deserves special mention. Other chapters could be condensed and still include all the necessary information. However, attempts to condense the large subject of sport injuries have resulted in some sections being so generalized that they have lost much of their usefulness.
The quality of reproduction is excellent; in particular, the high standard of many of the Xrays used as illustrations should be commended. The book is easily readable, attractively presented, and should interest not only those engaged in the management of children's injuries, but also those dealing with adult orthopaedic problems.
F HOWARD BEDDOW
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon
Royal Liverpool Hospital
